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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE              5 December 2022 
 

Announcement of the new IRSG Secretary-General 

 

The International Rubber Study Group, IRSG is pleased to introduce the new Secretary-

General, Professor Joseph Adelegan.  Professor Adelegan has officially take up the post of 

Secretary-General on 1 December 2022.  

 

Professor Adelegan is a C-Suite Executive and an international development expert, a 

Professor of Practice of Environmental Science and Engineering and a practitioner-scholar 

in management with over three decades of distinguished professional trajectory across 20 

African Countries, Europe and United States. His work experience spans several 

organizations including the United Nations, development finance institutions, 

international organizations, government, non-governmental organizations, education, 

innovation and research institutions among others. 

 

He has extensive experience in the sustainable investment, disruptive innovation and 

circular economy of the elastomer products. He has held Senior Roles at the United 

Nations as the Team Lead for the Global Circular Economy Program of the United Nations 

Technology Innovation Lab at the first European Lab in Finland and as a Senior Advisor at 

the United Nations Office of Project Services in Denmark.  

 

Professor Adelegan was the Division Chief at the Office of the Vice President of the 

ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development, an International Development Financial 

Institution established by ECOWAS Treaty and covering 15 ECOWAS Countries. He was a 

representative of Africa and the Middle East at the Climate Investment Trust Fund at the 

World Bank, Washington DC, United States. His portfolios has included programs and 

projects funded by the European Union, World Bank, Green Climate Fund, Climate 

Investment Fund, African Development Bank, ECOWAS, African Union, NEPAD Agency, 

Foreign and Commonwealth Development Office (FCDO), Australian Aid, several United 

Nations agencies and funds among others.  

 

Professor Adelegan have held several board appointments, created strategic partnerships 

and mobilized resources from development agencies, development finance institutions 

and several donor agencies. He was a Member of the World Economic Forum Global 

Agenda Council, Geneva, Switzerland and Non-Executive Director of the European 

Sustainable Development Organization among others. 

 

He was a Professor of Environmental Science and Engineering at Universities in Africa, 

Europe and North America. He was a Professor of the Practice of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering at the University of Venda, South Africa. He is a Visiting Professor of Water  
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and Energy Engineering at the Pan African University, Institute of Water and Energy 

Sciences (including Climate Change), Tlemcen, Algeria established by the African Union. 

He was a Visiting Professor of Environmental Management at the Commonwealth 

University, London, United Kingdom. He is a Professor of Environmental Leadership at the 

Missional University, North Augusta, South Carolina, United States.  
 

Professor Adelegan is a recipient of several global awards including: 2006 Young Global 

Leader of the World Economic Forum, Geneva, Switzerland; recognition in 2007 as an 

Inventor Social Entrepreneur and Ashoka-Lemelson Fellow by the Ashoka Innovators for 

the Public and the Lemelson Foundation based in United States; 2009 Technology Pioneer 

of the World Economic Forum, Geneva, Switzerland; 2009 Technology Award Laureate and 

Prize Recipient of the Technology Museum of Innovation, San Jose, California, United 

States; 2010 Member of the Crans Montana Forum of New Leaders of Tomorrow, Geneva, 

Switzerland and 2010 Member of the Clinton Global Initiative, New York, United States 

among others. 

 

He is in high demand as a regular speaker at international conferences in Africa, Asia, 

Europe, South America, North America and Australia. He has made appearance in CNN as 

2008 Principal Voices on the “Economics of Energy” by CNN in association with Shell, Times 

and Fortune Magazine. He has travelled to over 120 countries in this regard. He has written 

over 30 publications on several topical issues.  

 

Professor Adelegan earned Two Doctorate Degrees. He earned a Doctor of Business 

Administration (DBA) Degree from the Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, Ohio, 

United States. He also gained a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) Degree in Civil and 

Environmental Engineering from the Nigerian Premier University of Ibadan. He is an 

alumnus of a number of executive programs including the United Nations University, 

Tokyo, Japan; the University of California, Berkeley, United States; Santa Clara University, 

Santa Clara, California, United States; John F. Kennedy School of Government and the 

Harvard Business School, Harvard University, United States among others. 

 

Professor Adelegan is a seasoned and rounded professional with broad experience and 

extensive global networks. He will be building strategic partnerships and provide 

intellectual leadership to position IRSG as the knowledge hub and repository center for 

the world rubber industry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  


